[Lafora's disease and movement disorders: report of 2 cases].
Two cases of Lafora's disease with prominent movement disorders portraying rare initial manifestations are reported. In both patients, the first manifestations were cerebellar ataxia, dysartria and startle phenomenon. These symptoms occurred before seizures, myoclonic and progressive dementia, which are more well known as manifestations of Lafora's disease. The diagnosis was confirmed by the identification of PAS positive inclusion bodies in deep skin biopsy samples. Our patients presented an unexpected slow progression of the disease, with longer survival. Lafora's disease should be remembered among diseases causing slowly progressive ataxia associated with epileptic seizures.